


Minutes of the meeting of Barton Stacey Parish Council held at 19.30 pm on Tuesday 21st January 2025 at Barton Stacey Village Hall. 

Meeting opened at 19.30pm. Cllr Oliver opened the meeting. Present: Cllr A Sherwood, Cllr D Clark, Cllr D Tickner, Cllr D Oliver, Cllr C Sherwood Also present: Clerk – Sally Lawrence, Cllr David Drew (until 20:10) Members of Public 0

Cllr Oliver welcomed Sally, the new Parish Clerk, to her role and looked forward to working with her.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION For ten minutes residents are invited to address the Parish Council, for a maximum time of three minutes, to make comment on items on the agenda or raise matters for consideration at a future meeting. 

27.29 To receive and accept apologies for absences –Apologies from Cllr K Bennett. Proposed and accepted. 

27.30 Declarations of Interest – To receive and record declaration of interest on the agenda.
  
 	Cllr Oliver – secretary for the WI
	Cllr Clark – allotment holder

27.31 Minutes of the previous Meeting 
To approve the minutes of the full council meeting dated Tuesday 19th November 2024. Proposed and resolved. Cllr Oliver signed the minutes. 

27.32 Councillor reports
Cllr A Sherwood - repairs completed on the allotment bridge (new sub-frame and base), it will be
wheelchair accessible. (receipts to follow).  More complaints about dog mess on MOD field behind Roberts Road and also on The Dog Field (back of The Green).
Cllr D Tickner – Gigabit internet initiative did not achieve the target; HCC will not proceed. Currently fibre is supplied to the’ box’ but not to the houses.
Cllr C Sherwood – five communications have been received concerning the potholes on Cocum Road, there have been repairs, but they are not lasting. Cllr Sherwood to write a short paragraph about the issue and send to Cllr Drew.
Hedge works on the field behind the school have been completed by M Dewey,  PC would like to record their thanks for a job well done.  Next year, the hedges will need to be taken back further.  Works at recreation ground required code for gate.  
Trees on MOD land at bottom of Roberts Road have been cut back, but area has been left very untidy.  Cllr Tickner to speak to garrison contact and supply photographs of issue. Cllr Oliver to confirm the name of our contact at MOD.
Cllr Bennett (read in her absence by Cllr Oliver)– a communication has been received regarding possibly moving the bench on the top dog field. Suggested it should be closer to the Trim Trail instructions. The bridge over the Winterbourne is showing wear as is the entrance to the car park.

27.33 The Borough and County Councillor’s reports 
a) Borough Councillor report – TVBC have approved at full council the commencement of food waste
collections from 13th October 2025. This is ahead of the national deadline of April 2026.
Residents will be advised of the changes to collection days/bins.
TVBC will be removing EV charging points from some public car parks and replacing them with
parent/child spaces.
Fly tipping. There has been a recent prosecution of a case concerning a freezer which was dumped complete with food, which was left to rot.
b) County Councillor report:
County Council to consider bidding to join the Government’s ‘fast-track’ devolution programme.
Hampshire County Council could be one of the local authorities to apply for inclusion in the Government’s Devolution Priority Programme (DPP) – for the delegation of central Government decision making powers and additional funding to local councils to give them more local control over certain areas such as education, transportation, and health services.
On the 9 and 10 January, the County Council and its Cabinet will decide whether or not to make a request to be included in the Devolution Priority Programme and be on the fast track to securing devolution for the area, with a view to unlocking the opportunities devolved powers would have as quickly as possible for the benefit of residents and communities across the region. 

If it is agreed that a request for inclusion on the fast-track Programme should be made, this would be the first step towards creating a Strategic Authority across the wider region incorporating the local authority areas of Hampshire County Council, Isle of Wight Council, Portsmouth City Council and Southampton City Council.
  
In addition to the creation of a new Strategic Authority, the Government is also expecting all areas across the country to produce local government re-organisation plans by Autumn 2025. This will create new large unitary authorities across the region, which for Hampshire will mean bringing together the County Council, 11 borough and district councils and small neighbouring unitary authorities into a number of new large unitary authorities. 
   
To help areas develop and implement devolution proposals in the most ambitious timeframes, Government has been clear that they expect local authorities to postpone local council elections from May 2025 to May 2026. This will enable devolution proposals to progress at pace in 2025 and ensure the benefits for the area are realised as quickly as possible.
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20241231Devolution
Working together in Hampshire to tackle climate change: twelve months in focus
Hampshire residents and communities are making a vital contribution to tackling climate change with over 550 householders investing in Hampshire County Council’s third Solar Together scheme, generating their own green electricity and contributing to significant carbon reductions for the region.
This, combined with the previous two schemes, will contribute to a reduction of more than 59,000 tonnes of CO2 in the region (over the 25-year guaranteed lifetime of the systems installed), and, with more people seeking repairs for worn out or mechanically failing items through Hampshire’s Repair Cafés, over 50 tonnes of CO2 have been saved.
Another key area of the County Council’s climate change work, in collaboration with partners such as bus companies and Hampshire's district, borough and unitary councils, is reducing carbon emissions from transport through several ambitious programmes including:
· Helping to secure Government investment for 62 zero-emission (electric) buses operated by First Bus and serving bus passengers in Fareham, Gosport and Portsmouth, helping to improve air quality.
· Improvements to 17 major bus services by funding the extension of services, with some now running 24 hours a day, and on Friday and Saturday evenings – reducing the number of car journeys and lowering carbon emissions.
· Construction of nine local walking and cycling routes in locations across the county, to enable people to walk, cycle or scoot for their local journeys instead of travelling by car. 
Other positive climate change action over the past year has included planting many more trees through the Hampshire Forest Partnership, bringing the total number of new carbon-absorbing trees planted in Hampshire to 41,000 since 2022. 
To encourage and support younger residents to tackle climate change, the County Council has set up the Go Green challenge, spotlighting daily actions they can take, such as avoiding food waste or making a pledge to swap just one car journey for a greener alternative.
As part of finding ways to reduce carbon emissions across all County Council services, around 4,500 more people have been supported through Hampshire’s Technology Enabled Care Programme, avoiding the need to travel to, or access, wider health services, and instead have received support at home, which significantly reduces carbon emissions. 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20241210ClimateAR
Hampshire leaders secure commitment from Southern Water to improve their response.
Hampshire County Council has hosted a meeting with Southern Water on the 19 December, bringing together Leaders of local councils and key partners, over concerns around its handling of the latest water supply incident impacting residents in parts of Southampton, Eastleigh, Romsey and the New Forest, and to find out what progress the company is making to improve its services, ensuring reliable water supplies for the county’s residents in the longer term
County Council Leader, Councillor Nick Adams-King said: “We understand that problems can and do occur, and that the scale of this particular emergency was significant, but Southern Water must have much better planning for this kind of occurrence. They need a more resilient system of distributing water, be upfront with the public about the impact and what is actually happening on the ground and work with their partners to ensure residents and businesses are helped in a timely and efficient way. Despite our frustrations, I am encouraged at how seriously Southern Water responded to our concerns, accepting that they need to dramatically improve their response to future incidents. We continue to monitor this incident closely and to offer our active support to the company in relation to the current situation, and to help them better prepare in the future.”
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20241219SWStatementLeader
27.34	Finance
a) To receive and approve November & December 2024 monthly financial statement. Proposed and approved statement. Cllr Sherwood checked and signed the bank statements and schedule.

Treasurers A/c
Opening balance as at 1 Nov 2024							£22,252.15
Payments received November					£185
Payments cleared November			£2,512,79			
TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE 1 Dec 2024						£19,924.36
Of which ring-fenced totals 								£11,665.45
Available funds									£10,586.70

BUSINESS INSTANT A/C
Opening balance as at 4 Nov 2024							£55,142.10
Payments received November					£69.59
Payments cleared November				£0
TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE 1 Dec 2024						£55,211.69

Treasurers A/c
Opening balance as at 1 Dec 2024							£19,924.36
Payments received December					£0
Payments cleared December			£0			
TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE 1 Jan 2025						£19,924.36

BUSINESS INSTANT A/C
Opening balance as at 2 Dec 2024							£55,211.69
Payments received December					£67.43
Payments cleared December			£0
TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE 1 Jan 2025							£55,279.12


Invoices yet to be paid 

Barton Stacey Village Hall 160 & 163				£ 32.00
Greensmile 11406 monthly grounds maintenance		£619.96
Greensmile 11440 monthly grounds maintenance		£619.96
Ava Recreation (gate repair)					£667.72

Total								£1,939.64
Total estimated balance					£73,263.84

Until the clerk has been set up for banking access, Cllr Oliver to arrange payment of the above invoices.

b) To receive and approve budget v actual as of 31 December 2024.
Proposed and approved. Cllr Oliver to sign hard copy.
c) To receive and approve the bank reconciliation as of 31 December 2024. Proposed and approved. Cllr Sherwood signed the hard copy.
d) To received and approve the 2025/26 and confirm the precept figure.
The draft 2025-26 budget was presented and discussed. 
After some deliberation it was agreed to confirm the precept as £39,868.20. This would increase the band D tax levy to £96.30. Proposed and approved. Cllr Oliver signed the TVBC precept notification.
e) To receive and approve BSPC risk assessment and business continuity documents. Proposed and approved. Cllr Oliver to sign the hard copy.

27.35 New Councillors
The question of how to attract new councillors was discussed. Looking for support with the challenges; potholes, the new pavilion.  Market the positives such as the Library coffee morning, litter picking initiative etc…
It was proposed that a letter is written to parishioners with a small bio on each councillor, what the Parish Council do, and advising of the two vacancies. Cllr Oliver to draft and discuss for the next meeting.

27.36 Community Led Development
Notification was received in January 2025 that following the release by the Government of the new NFPP, the developers/landowners have decided to follow a conventional planning route, rather than a community-led initiative. 

27.37 Pavillion Working Party
As Cllr K Bennett is the lead on this matter this item was deferred to the next meeting.

27.38 Planning applications

a) 24/02335/LBWN – Dry-lining and water proofing of the cellar/basement – Ash Farm House, Gravel Lane, Barton Stacey, SO21 3RL
b) 24/02976/TREEN – T1 walnut – crown lift to give 3 metres clearance – Virginia Cottage, Cocum Road, Barton Stacey, SO21 3RH
c) 24/02951/FULLN – Erection of polytunnels – The Boaz Project, Hill Farm, Andover Road, Sutton Scotney, SO21 3NT
All proposed and agreed, neutral decision.



27.39 Parish Matters
a)Discuss/agree removal of mole hills on recreation ground and playground.  It was agreed there was no need to do anything about the mole hills as they will disappear naturally soon 
b)Discuss and approve request from Barton Stacey WI for use of The Green for an outdoor meeting on the 28th August 7.00pm to 9.00 pm. Cllr Oliver did not vote on this matter. Approved and agreed.
c) Discuss correspondence received from a resident regarding litter around the parish. Cllr Oliver read the correspondence out. There are areas where there is more littering such as The Backfield and the Recreation Ground. Incidents can be reported to HCC. There is good news however, (to be shared in the Dever News) that there are two volunteer litter pickers. They are volunteering as part of their DofE qualification. They have completed two sessions to date. Anyone wishing to volunteer for litter picking should contact TVBC to obtain an official litter picking kit. Community Litter Pickers | Test Valley Borough Council.  Cllr Oliver to respond to resident.
d) Discuss and approve correspondence regarding parking around the parish and condition of the road surfaces. There is an issue with parking on the end of Bullington Lane/corner of The Street, particularly when there are church events. Cllr Oliver to contact the PCC reminding them of their continued support in ensuring that visitors to the church are requested to use the parish car park rather than the roads surrounding the church. Cllr Tickner advised that the MOD police could give advice on parking issues if necessary. The road surface issue is under constant review.
e) Discuss and approve correspondence from a resident regarding Gravel Lane. Gravel Lane is a no through way, it is also classified as an unadopted road. Cllr Oliver to follow this matter up.
f) Confirm date of Annual Parish Assembly – Tuesday 1st April. Agreed and approved. Agenda item next meeting to discuss the Community Awards.

27.40 Clerk’s report

Clerk advised that she had meetings with Cllr Oliver, and a walk around the village with Cllr Oliver and Cllr Bennett. She is booked on a HALC course ‘what you need to know’ for new clerks and councillors on the 5th & 12th February, the cost is £98 (£117.60 gross).

Meeting Closed: 21.30	     Next Meeting: Tuesday 18th February 2025.
  These minutes are a true representation of the meeting.  Signed and Dated _______________________________
  

