
 

 

                                          BARTON STACEY ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday 22nd May 2018 at 7.30 p.m. 

Cllr Sue Gaines in the Chair 

Present:- Cllr Sue Gaines,  Jo Gadney - PC Clerk,  Cllr David Drew,  Kate Chapman, Terry 

Moffatt, Lin Moffatt, Sarah Harrop, Rob Gaines, Stuart Rippon, Nigel Cooper, Peggy Carter,  

Nicholas Prideaux,  Sue Boyce, Ian Ashbolt, Lizzie Frost, Mark Poole, Sarah Sharratt, Paul 

Gibson, Nicholas Prideaux. 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting there was a cutting of a ribbon to mark the 

official opening of the newly refurbished Village Hall.  

1. Cllr Gaines welcomed everyone to the meeting. She will run through what the PC has 

to do, what it has done this year and a little about what it would like to do along with 

the various reports from all the groups in the parish.  A big thank you to all the 

volunteers throughout the year – clearing ditches, copses, snow clearing along with 

our Borough and County Councillors for their grants and lobbying they do on our 

behalf and also our MP Caroline Nokes. 

 

2. Minutes had previously been emailed to all those attending – due to the minutes 

being 15 pages long there were no hard copies available. It was agreed that they 

were a true record of the meeting. 

 

3. Barton Stacey Parish Council  

a) Chairman’s Report   

Set and manage the budget, comply with legislation such as internal audit as our income is 

over £25,000 and external audit. Adoption of most recent model standing orders, financial 

regs and GDPR, transparency Act and adopting best practice. Ensuring Cllrs and Clerk are up 

to date by actively engaging with organisations (HALC, TVAPTC) attending training and 

sessions organised by TVBC on resilience, grant funding, S106 and CIL monies. Ensuring 

Parish is involved in consultation documents from Councils further up the chain. Planning 

the PC is an advisory body only. Look at village assets. Consult  - open meetings, 

neighbourhood watch, survey monkey, newsletters, West Dever News, website, 

noticeboards and email system. What is the PC doing at parish level: Look after burial 

ground and allotments, playground, footpaths, clearing ditches, tree maintenance, cutting 

grass on rec, green and back field, burial ground, allotments and trimming hedges.  

Providing new amenities – trim trail (Big Lottery fund grant) MUGA (when funding found) 

Working through the Village Plan. Reminding dog owner of their responsibilities. Road 

safety – speeding, pot holes, lobbying on danger areas such as A272/A30 Hill Farm Garage 

junction, Reporting on footpath issues, helping residents with issues often through CC or BC. 



 

 

Organise volunteer days. Facilitate coffee/library mornings in the Village Hall – PC will pay 

for hall hire and Peggy Carter will be running it assisted by Sue Gaines (First one is on 

Thursday 24th May) What PC want to do or have started – improve communications even 

more – a working party have already started looking into producing a Welcome Pack for 

people newly arrived in the Village. If any group are interested in being included please tell 

the Clerk. First run will include all households in the parish then just new residents as they 

move in. If you would like to be included on a list of volunteers please inform the clerk. 

Continue with “Fun and fitness in Barton Stacey” which started with new safety surfaces in 

the playground then the new trim trail. Also helped kick off the new library/coffee 

mornings, dedication of the Green and back field into Fields in Trust, party and launch of 

new trim trail including Jazz band and PTIs showing us how to use all the equipment, WI 

with teas and cakes and thanks to Pole to Pole marquees for providing shade for once and 

Cocum Farm who lent the straw bales. A new pavilion will be the next big project once the 

MUGA has been completed. The current Village Hall is value for money and affordable and 

thanks to a grant from David Drew is clean and bright, but the pavilion is decaying. The PC 

will consult with the residents before anything else. The Resilience Plan needs completing 

and a Speed Indicator device (SID) purchased (again with grants) to slow traffic down all 

over the parish.  Full council only meets 10 times a year so without the time councillors 

spend on all of the above and without the support of the parish clerk none of the above 

would happen, so as Chairman I would like to say, on behalf of the residents, thank you.  

B) Financial Statement  

 Income and Expenditure schedules were distributed (and will be appended) and Cllr 

 Gaines explained that £14,000 is ring fenced for tree fund, election fund, playground 

 fund. The precept has increased by 1.27% and for example a band D property has an 

 annual increase of 63p  

 

4. Barton Stacey History Group – report by Lin Moffatt 

Anniversaries – great fire (1792) Arrival of the Army camps in BS. 60 years since the school 

moved to its current position. HG are working with children and teachers. School will 

provide their own booklet, take it to the printers and see it hot off the press. Closure of the 

lower churchyard (1837) and survey of graves. Survey was completed of the upper 

churchyard in 1970s. HG have their own cartographer and have mapped the graves since 

1970. Copying and taking photos of all grave stones. Volunteers have been amazing and this 

is almost complete. Spin offs – great fire and rebuilding of village. Afternoon workshop is 

being planned for the Autumn which will include maps of the Village and hamlets since 

1750. Census will be on display and advice given if you are keen to research your or another 

house. Also to be a history of Wades Farm. Highlights – publication of 5 booklets. Amazing 

sales and totally sold out. 4 more to follow! In November the HG will be organising an 

evening marking the centenary of the end of WW1.  Final booklet will be about the 60 men 



 

 

who fought and 16 who died. The old Medieval manor – an archaeological dig will be taking 

place over the summer holidays (17 Aug – 1 Sept) which will involve professionals and 

volunteers digging trenches and excavating by hand 350 tonnes of soil. Very significant as 

there are records that King John stayed in BS on the 28th July 1207. 26th August will be an 

informal evening. U18s will need to be accompanied by an adult  HCC are staggered with the 

booklets with only 6 Historians. They have applied for some awards. HG visited Old Goldings 

site while the building work has been going on.  There is some evidence that it probably was 

the old market place.  

5. PCC report - None 

 

6. Barton Stacey Pre School – Report from Lizzie Frost 

It has been a momentous year for the village Pre-School with a substantial amount of 

positive change having occurred. We changed our charitable status in order to become 

registered as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). In order to transition to a new 

legal entity we had to completely re-register with Ofsted, so we took this opportunity to 

change the name to Barton Stacey Pre-School, giving us a clearer identity of where and what 

we are within our community. Cygnets Playgroup is in the process of being dissolved. 

Recognition of our history has been key to developing our new brand though and we have 

incorporated the theme into our logo plus the children are still very much known as our 

‘cygnets’. Our application to the Armed Forces Covenant Fund was successful and we 

received almost £15,000 to support our project ‘Building on Barton Stacey’s Future’ which 

was to enable us to move up into the Former Sure-Start centre on the school grounds in 

order to improve our provision to the community and improve civilian and military 

integration. We have spent some of this money on getting established in our new ‘Nest’ 

with items such as a shed, play equipment, resources, and IT equipment, which coupled 

with being able to have internet has meant that we can start transitioning onto using 

Tapestry online learning journeys too, a fantastic interface for our staff and families. We are 

working closely with Launchpad, a diocesan network of Early Years settings that operate 

under Winchester Social Enterprise. They have taken on the Head Lease of the new building 

in anticipation of us becoming their flagship fully managed setting in 2019. This move will 

future-proof the pre-school, releasing it from being a committee led charity- a difficult task 

to ask of busy parents, especially in light of the very challenging financial position we have 

increasingly been put in because of woefully inadequate government funding rates and 

being such a small setting with limited reach. Our numbers have picked up significantly since 

the move and there is a very positive vibe in our setting. We have recruited 2 managers who 

job-share and we have been granted permission to extend the use of the building to cover 

after-school care of primary school age children too so will be advertising for another 

person to join our team in the very near future. This will enable us to open from 0830-

1815hrs and provide our community the in demand care and space for their children to go 

after school. Our pre-school has hugely improved its quality of childcare provision and early 



 

 

years education in the last year and we are aspiring to maintain an outstanding standard.  

We have had a busy year with all of this and fundraising. The Fun Run was a spectacular 

success once again and raised £4500, a quiz night and the Bags2School collection this week 

raised £152. We would like to thank the village hall for hosting us for so many years in this 

building. We are looking forward to bringing the children down for some of the library 

sessions soon.  

7. Barton Stacey Tuesday Club  – report from Peggy Carter 

The Tuesday Club have met on 11 occasions since last Annual Meeting – 4 meetings in the 

hall, 2 lunches (Harvest and Christmas), an afternoon at Bransbury Mill and 4 outings. In July 

we went to Weymouth, in October to Millets Farm Centre, in April to the Science Centre and 

Planetarium in Winchester and last week went to Hampton Court where we took the boat 

to Kingston – a beautiful but rather hot day. At present we are down to 42 members and we 

are having difficulty attracting new people. Many of our former members from Longparish 

are no unable to make the journey and although we have had requests to join the club from 

people in other villages our Constitution does not allow for more than 30% of membership 

to come from outside the parishes of BS and Bullington. However, anyone is welcome to 

bring  a guest to meetings in the hall on payment of £1. As the cost of coaches gets ever 

dearer, fortunately we have a number of non-members who like to come on our outings, so 

enabling the Committee to still keep the outings at a reasonable cost. Anyone living in BS 

and Bullington aged over 60 is eligible to join the Club. Several parishoners who by age are 

eligible to join the club do support the club by becoming members, although because of 

other commitments they are unable to join in with all the activities. We have a Committee 

of 8 who try to arrange as wide a range of activities and outings as possible. For our next 

outing in July we are going by coach to Bishops Lydeard and then taking the train to 

Minehead and having fish and chips on board.  

 

8. Testbourne Parishes Twinning Association  – Report from Peggy Carter 

Barton Stacey is part of the Testbourne Parishes Twinning Association. The Association was 

formed in 1979 as an independent organisation primarily for individual and families who live 

or work within the catchment area of Testbourne School (as it was then) to promote 

friendship with French families residing in or around the town of Neuvic-sur-L’Isle in the 

Dordogne district of France. It grew from successful exchange visits by children from 

Testbourne School with children who attended the school at Neuvic-sur-L’Isle. Bi-annaul 

visits are made and this year, the 39th of the Twinning, 26 people travelled from Neuvic for 6 

days over the first spring bank holiday- and what a weekend. We did tell them we had laid 

on the weather specially for them. In fact it was hotter here than in the Dordogne that 

weekend and at times we wilted a bit. A reception was held at Whitchurch on their arrival 

and on the Monday evening all the French visitors with their English hosts came to a 



 

 

“soiree” in this hall where we had a typical English meal – cottage pie and vegetables with 

an array of English desserts. After we had eaten the choir came to sing and had everyone 

joining in. On Tuesday, in perfect weather, we had a boat trip on the Thames, followed by a 

visit to Reading Museum which has a replica of the Bayeaux tapestry. Although many of our 

members had visited Bayeaux over the years and seen the original, as our guests come from 

the South of France many of them had not seen it. Wednesday was the farewell dinner 

which was held at Hurstbourne Priors hall. Next year we shall be celebrating our 40th 

anniversary in France. Membership is available to anyone who is interested in establishing a 

firm connection with a French family. At the present time the annual subscription is £10. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on the 22nd June in the Parish hall at Whitchurch at 

730pm. Do come along and find out more about the association of contact Peggy Carter on 

01962 760590 or email pegcart@waitrose.com 

9. Barton Stacey Residents Association  - Report from Mark Poole 

The Barton Stacey Residents Association that was formed in response to the Wades Farm 

planning proposal is no longer properly constituted.  The main focus of the association was 

the conservation area and, as a result, the majority of members lived in the centre of the 

village with very few from the former army estate or Kings Elms.  Although the association 

arguably played a useful role in sharing information and submitting coordinated responses 

to TVBC around planning issues the perception persisted in some quarters that it was a 

small closed group with a limited focus and agenda.  

We are very fortunate in the current leadership and clerk of our parish council.  They 

continue to deliver significant improvements in the service provided by our parish council 

that has seen a step change in performance over the last few years.  However, as the lowest 

tier of local government they are bound by statute and need to focus their limited resources 

on the delivery of the services for which they are responsible.    

A small group of those who supported the idea of a community association met earlier in 

the year to discuss a possible way forward.   We all agreed that the previous resident’s 

association was flawed but that some form of community association could perform an 

important role in complimenting the PC by progressing projects to improve village life that 

the PC is not sufficiently resourced to address such as lobbying the county council to 

increase the village bus service.   It could also provide an open and independent forum for 

the exchange of information and discussion of specific issues of concern to the village.   This 

would include significant planning proposals as only those directly affected are directly 

consulted in the planning process, but some planning decisions will affect the whole 

village.   Unlike the parish council a community residents association would not have to take 

an independent position on planning matters and could provide a collective voice for 

resident’s views.    

mailto:pegcart@waitrose.com


 

 

Some of our neighbouring villages successfully support community organisations that are 

independent of their parish council and might provide a suitable model for Barton 

Stacey.   Examples include the Longparish Community Association, the Braishfield Village 

Association and the Gratton Trust.   Representatives from these organisations have been 

contacted and have indicated that they would be prepared to come and describe how they 

operate and share their experience, if Barton Stacey residents are interested.   

The formation of the Dever Events and Services Community Interest Company is an 

additional consideration in assessing the requirement for an additional community group 

that would require a significant commitment of volunteer time and energy.    

Is there value in holding an open meeting to discuss the possible formation of a community 

association at which representatives from similar groups from neighbouring villages would 

be invited to share their experiences and, if so, are people prepared to step up to organise 

it? 

10. Hampshire Police – No report  

 

11. Hampshire CC –  Written report from Cllr Andrew Gibson read by Cllr D Drew 

Revenue budget of £2bn which includes, £628m social care, £860m education. £53m public 

health, £143m Highways. 91% of children got their 1st choice of Primary School.  For 

2018/19 HCC increased Council tax by 5.99% but Hampshire still have the second lowest 

council tax of any CC. Broadband – currently 93% coverage of superfast broadband in 

Hampshire, up from 80% when the programme started. Devolution – proposals for a 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight combined authority were submitted to the Government in Sept 

2015 – this is now on hold. 

12. Test Valley Borough Council – Report from Borough Councillor David Drew 

In charge of planning applications. Thank you to Parish Councillors and Clerk. New Mayor in 

TVBC called Ian Carr. Responsible for:-Housing, waste collection, recycling, leisure facilities. 

TVBC have a budget of £12m. Cllr Drew gives various grants. Issues dealt with this year:- 

Goldings site and large vehicles, Yurt café, Andover – magistrates court/cultural quarter. 

Hall Farm Garage junction, 2018 is election year in TVBC. Harewood Ward -joined by 

Chilbolton. Cllr Gaines commented how TVBC are very responsive especially with regards to 

fly tipping.  

13. Barton Stacey C of E Primary School – Written report from Lee Stangroom – Head of 
School 

 
This academic year, the strategic direction of the Dever Valley Federation has been led by 
our Executive Headteacher, Hilary Brewster. An experienced Headteacher from Lincolnshire, 
Mrs Brewster has also previously worked for a Local Authority and in consultancy roles, and 
has brought with her a wealth of teaching and learning expertise that has enhanced, as well 



 

 

enabled us to build upon, the strengths of Barton Stacey CE Primary School and the 
Federation as a whole. Project-led learning has been a focus across the Federation for the 
past two terms. This involves providing the children with real-life experiences, authentic 
audiences for their work and opportunities to work collaboratively on projects that will have 
a local, national and global impact. Projects to date have included #savetherobin, a 
campaign held by the children to save the diminishing number of robins this past Winter; 
What footprint are we leaving on our Earth?, a project involving analysing our school impact 
on the environment and presenting this to Federation Governors, as well as lobbying Heads 
of supermarkets regarding plastic packaging; What does Barton Stacey have to offer?, 
researching what our village offers that would encourage new families to move to the area; 
and ‘Walking The Walk’, an interactive Stations of the Cross tour held for the Federation and 
community around Easter. At the end of each term, classes hold exhibitions, allowing the 
children to present their learning to members of their family; these have been very well 
attended, with parents welcoming the opportunity to know more about their child’s 
learning. This year we have looked to develop our Collective Worship practices and have 
established Worship Families. Each family comprises of a child from Year R - Year 6 and is 
headed by one of our Year 6 children. Acting in the role of Head of the family, they lead the 
Collective Worship discussions introduced at the beginning of each week and children 
report that they really welcome this contact with their peers, because it makes them feel 
valued and supported and that they have many friends. As a Federation, we have looked for 
additional opportunities to build leadership amongst our children. A number of new roles 
have been established including eCadets, who take a lead role in developing internet safety 
awareness amongst our children; Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSOs), who have looked to 
increase awareness of the Green Cross Code and ways in which children can ensure their 
safety when out and about; Green Ambassadors, whose role it is to monitor the school’s 
recycling habits as well as ways in which energy can be conserved; and Sports Leaders, who 
lead lunchtime activities for our children. Around Easter, a Federation and community event 
was held to celebrate ‘Walking the Walk’, a Stations of the Cross project led by our Year 5/6 
children. This was also attended by David Williams, the Bishop of Basingstoke, who spoke 
extremely favourably of the project, leading to Revd. Karen Kousseff inviting a 
representative from the Federation to talk to members of the clergy. Lee Stangroom, Head 
of School, attended Chapter at Christchurch in Winchester and spoke about the enthusiasm 
and commitment shown by the children when completing this project. Those present were 
impressed by the work that had gone in to the Stations of the Cross - the tour booklets; the 
audio tour guides; interactive learning and reflection at each Station; and cross-curricular 
writing and computing opportunities. Members of the clergy spoke positively about the 
work led by the children, with Revd. Mark Bailey commenting on the pride the children 
displayed throughout the project. This Spring term we also celebrated our music concert, 
providing our musicians with an opportunity to showcase their talents and treat the school 
to a live concert. With performances involving the electric guitar, violin, recorder, clarinet, 
piano and flute, as well as songs from the movies sung by our school choir, this event was a 
huge success and thoroughly enjoyed by parents and families. Sporting success this year 
came in the form of a Tag Rugby trophy. Throughout the year, our oldest children competed 
against other local schools and at a recent tournament were awarded the Sportsmanship 
Award. Chosen as the most sporting team of the 32 teams that took part in the Tag Rugby 
leagues this year, this demonstrates the Christian Values held by our children and the ethos 
that runs through our school. Our school grounds continue to be developed to provide 



 

 

increased opportunities for outdoor teaching and learning. A small stage with amphitheatre 
style seating has been established and a Learning Zone, currently consisting of geographical 
maps and musical instruments, has also been developed. The Federation Governing Body 
continues to grow in strength and expertise, with new appointments bringing additional 
skills to the group. This dedicated team of individuals are fully committed to supporting the 
work of the Federation and ensuring the best outcomes for our children. We thank them 
and the rest of the school community for supporting us this academic year. 

 

14. Barton Stacey Football Club – Written Report Robin Hoare 

Overall the season went well the newly formed adults team enjoyed their 1st season but 

found competitive football a different game to having a kick a bout ,they did not win a single 

game all season but drew 3 games but they finished the season still putting a side out and 

subs , so that was encouraging. The under 15`s had a mixed season- early  on looked like 

potential league winners but tailed off towards the end of the season finishing just below 

half way in the league. The under 13`s were similar to the under 15`s that they promised so 

much but failed to deliver the position they should have. The under 10`s however were the 

shining light - there is no league table but they have results and they have won nearly every 

game that they have played. We all look forward  to the coming season 2018/19. 

15. VIP drama Club – Written report from Tricia Dewey 

The VIPs and VIP Youth Theatre Drama groups use All Saints Church on a regular basis for 

rehearsals and shows and also use the village school, for mainly the VIP youth theatre 

shows. 

The VIP Youth Theatre Group, which attracts a range of children, from 6 to 18 years of age, 

have recently started rehearsals for their summer show, The Amazing Adventures of Super 

Stan.  Rehearsals take place two evenings per week and there will be two performances of 

the show on 26th and 27th July at Barton Stacey C of E School. 

The most recent production of the adult group, which included the Youth Group as chorus 

and minor roles, was Tails of Hamelin, performed to two full houses at the end of November 

2017.  Feedback from the audience on both evenings was very positive, and the cast really 

enjoyed rehearsing and performing a show that was based on narration and song. 

The VIPs are grateful to the PCC and the Rector for their support and for allowing them to 

use All Saints Church.  Use of the church in this way provides a great opportunity, especially 

for the children, not just to be involved in a community event such as the drama 

performances, but also to visit and appreciate the village church. 

The VIPs are currently running a Scarecrow competition in the village and voting forms and 

maps are available from the Post Office and The Swan Inn. The most popular scarecrow 

maker will be presented with a prize on Sunday 27th May at 4.0pm at the pub. Please have 

a wander round the village and vote for your favourite. 



 

 

The VIPs are grateful for the support they receive and the talent that the group has. 

16. Barton Stacey Judo Club – Written report from Keith Cox 

It has been an eventful year.  The Club had, since its inception been affiliated to The 

International Bushido Association.  After consultation with parents it was decided in 

October 2017 to join the British Judo Council.  New insurance has been put in place, new 

licenses have been distributed.  Other than that, there has been no impact on the general 

running of the club.  There are currently 22 students regularly attending, all working 

towards their gradings. I am very impressed with the students’ commitment and 

enthusiasm.   Also, that of the parents who are fully engaged in the students’ development 

and progress. We hold a BBQ each year and have a day out together once a year.  Tree 

swinging last year.  I have no plans for this year as yet but I’m sure  I ,or one of the students 

will come up with an idea near the end of the  school year in July. 

17. Village Agent – Report from Sarah Sharratt 

Supported by Age Concern. Funds have been withdrawn by HCC but a grant has been 

received and hopes the facility will continue. Been a quiet year and the elderly in the parish 

are fit and well and very independent, so not much to do. Can help with blue badge 

applications, safety at home, finding residential care and trades people. She will attend the 

Village Library session with information. Transport now up and running to Andover one day 

a week. The keep fit sessions were a no go. Communicates through West Dever News, Peeps 

and website. 

 

18. Barton Stacey Fete – Report by Ian Ashbolt 

Barton Stacey Church is a valuable and integral part of our village life and brings 

together large sections of the community. It is obviously very old and needs a lot of 

TLC, not to mention money to keep it a viable useable building. The Church Fete is an 

essential way of raising funds for the upkeep of this medieval building. This year the 

Fete is on Saturday 7th July and is the 777th Anniversary of Barton Stacey Fete, (yes 

777 on7th of the 7th) which continues to make it one of the longest continuously 

held Fetes in the country. It was with sadness that we found ourselves looking for a 

new home for the Fete this year following the sale of Church Farm House in 2017. 

Jeremy and Jean had been such wonderful hosts for many years. One of the first 

matters we had to deal with was the storage of all the tables, chairs, tents and many 

other items that are used for the Fete each year which had been stored in the 

stables at Church Farm. The solution came in the shape of a 40 foot shipping 

container which we bought out of Fete funds and following the generosity of 

Raymond Browns it is located in their grounds on the other side of the A303. Then 

came the good news that Isobel and Andrew Williamson-Jones had agreed to allow 

us to hold the Fete at their home at Wades House. This, for me, is full circle having 



 

 

served my apprenticeship on the Fete committee with Jenny Brisco at that house. So 

2018, as you all know, also coincides with the commemorations of 100 years since 

the end of the First World War, and we wanted to reflect this in our theme for the 

Fete. We have secured the attendance of two World War one re-enactment soldiers 

who will be camped in the centre of the arena and will be giving demonstrations to 

Fete goers, as well as answering questions about what it would have been like to be 

at the front line. You will also recall the huge success of our Barton Stacey Knights 

from two years ago. So we have decided to remodel some of our knights and make 

them into representative WW1 soldiers. They will be painted white and then we will 

ask people at the Fete to cover them with poppies, which we are making. We are 

aiming for 1000 poppies which is approximately how many people live in the parish. 

Each poppy will have a small green ribbon upon which people will be asked to write 

a short message or just their name. The poppy will then be pinned to the white 

soldier. Mark Bailey, our vicar, then wants to make them central to the World War 

commemorations in November in the church. To give continuity in our move from 

Church Farm to Wades House, we have asked Jeremy Talbot to come and open the 

Fete at our new home. The Jubilee Trad Jazz Band has kindly agreed to return to the 

Fete and we are looking forward to them entertaining everyone for the afternoon. 

And of course there will be many of the firm favourites to see, with plenty to eat and 

drink. The newly reformed Play group will be supervising some new games with 

prizes for the fastest times at various ages. The WI have again agree to run our 

competitions and I hope that everyone is busy taking photo’s, making chutneys and 

planning what they are going to bake or make. Last and by no means least Isobel and 

Andrew have kindly agreed that we can use their wonderful indoor swimming pool. 

Whilst the pool will not be the heart stopping free for all that we saw at Church Farm 

house we feel that the pool will lend itself for a more family friendly fun 

environment. Can I once again remind everyone that the PCC has agreed that all the 

profit from the Fete goes to the upkeep of the fabric of our church, none of the 

money goes into central church funds. You will have seen the repairs to the walls 

around the church yard over the past few years, which has only been possible from 

locally raised funding. So Saturday 7th July starting at 1.30 at Wades House – the last 

house on the left as you head toward Cocum – see you there.  

 

19. Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – Report from Ian Ashbolt 

 

I am the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Barton Stacey Parish. In 2017 there 

were a number of crimes in the Parish ranging from theft of oil from garden storage 

tanks, to burglaries in garages and out buildins, to theft of vehicles parked at night 

outside homes. Whilst standing with friends I witnessed two men pull up in a car 

outside a house in Bullington Lane. One male got out and started walking back to the 

pressure washer that we had left at the side of the road, then he spotted us 



 

 

watching him. He quickly got back in the vehicle and they drove off. We were too far 

away to get the registration number however I attempted to report the matter to 

the Police. After 20 minutes of waiting on the phone I gave up and emailed them 

later. I can tell you that Police officers on the ground appear to be as frustrated by 

their inability, due to lack of numbers, to respond in a way that we came to expect in 

previous years. The cut backs in funding have taken a huge toll on Police numbers. 

We now have one dedicated Police Community Support Officer called Sam Bate. I 

have met with him and you may have seen him at some of our community events 

such as the Fun Run. He is very keen on supporting us but he has a huge area to 

cover. It was therefore clear that there is a need to try to help ourselves to make the 

Parish a safer place. So following on from the crimes in 2017 I was asked by the PC to 

revive the Neighbourhood watch scheme.  This has been done by ensuring that there 

are NHW signs on every road leading into the Parish (apart from NS which will 

happen soon) The meant getting 6 new signs with funding from the PC. Flyers were 

then put through the doors of every house explaining what was happening and ways 

to contact the police. It was also asked that anyone wanting to get alerts sent out 

from the Police along with their monthly crime bulletin to send me their email 

address (or plain address for hand delivery). So far I have 52 people signed up and 

hope more will follow. 2018 has, so far, been quieter for crime. In the first three 

months of this year we have one reported theft, compared with three in 2017. If you 

see what you think is a crime being committed, or you think one is about to be 

committed then call 999. Where possible and without putting yourself or anyone 

else I danger try and record what is going on. Either write it down or use your phone 

to record it. If you have any other information then call 101. If you want to join the 

NHW distribution list then email me. I have all the required details on some sheets 

here. If you want to see what crime is reported in our area you can log onto the 

Hampshire Constabulary website and look at the crime maps for the area.  

 

20. Dever Events and Services – Report from Sarah Harrop 

This CIC group has been established as an umbrella for putting on Events. Fireworks and soapbox 

race and the Barton Bimble. Money raised will go towards paying for Village assets. Lighting has 

already been bought for the VIP drama group. Boxes for the library sessions and a canopy for the 

Barton Stacey Pre-School.  

21. Barton Stacey WI – Report by Sue Boyce 

WI is now 2 years old – which they celebrated in March by eating cake and dressing up in hats. 

Currently 30 members and visitors from other WIs also attend meetings. Recently they have been 

analysing handwriting and getting involved in various competitions – dance competion and 9 pin 

bowling where they came 2nd. There will be a quiz in June. They had a speaker from Woofability 

recently when they donated £120. They will be hosting the fete competitions and helped out 



 

 

providing refreshments at the Trim Trail and Green/back field dedication. Committee to change 

shortly as maximum you can serve is 3 years.  

22. Belling Ringers – no report  

 

23. Village Hall Management Group – report by Sarah Harrop 

The year of change – Doors and windows have now been changed providing increased security and 

heat. Support given by TVBC and HCC for the repainting and refurbishment. Cygnets have now 

departed but this has now allowed for new groups to use the space. Coffee morning/library and 

health and fitness sessions during the day. Gained charitable status in October 2016. Thanks to those 

on the committee who give their time. The hall is an affordable space. The pictures which were on 

the walls have been given back to their owners/groups. The tapestry did fall apart when taken off 

the wall. Cllr Drew will ask at TVBC about it.  

24. Barton Stacey Chamber  choir – report by Kate Chapman 

8th year of the choir. Very proud of it and is fun to be part of. 34 members which is amazing 

for a small community of which 11 are men. Have performed at Mayfest, Ride and Stride, 

weddings, Barton Stacey fete, Bullington Craft Fete, Twinning dinner. Held a November 

concert which was Mass in Blue by Will Todd with live musicians held in Twyford which was 

kindly recorded by Paul Gibson. Hoping to do a recording in 2018/19 and the Christmas 

concert is on the 8th December 2018 which will include Christmas songs from around the 

World. Always welcome new singers – 4 have recently joined. Do come along: Monday at 

19.30 at All Saints Church. 

Sue Gaines thanked everyone for coming. 

2145 -  Meeting Closed 


