


Minutes of the meeting of Barton Stacey Parish Council held at 19.30 pm on Tuesday 18th March 2025 at Barton Stacey Village Hall. 

Meeting opened at 19.30pm. Cllr Oliver opened the meeting. Present: Cllr A Sherwood, Cllr D Tickner, Cllr K Bennett, Cllr D Oliver, Cllr C Sherwood Also present: Clerk – Sally Lawrence 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION For ten minutes residents are invited to address the Parish Council, for a maximum time of three minutes, to make comment on items on the agenda or raise matters for consideration at a future meeting.  
One member of the public attended. He spoke of concerns about the roads in Barton Stacey. Also, the signage re: road closures has been confusing. Cllr Oliver advised that Cllr Drew is constantly being advised of Barton Stacey’s road issues. Cllr Drew has emailed recently to advise of pot hole infilling and larger scale repairs and ditch clearance. No dates confirmed for this work at this time. 
Members of the public are encouraged to report pot holes etc. via the HCC website.

27.43 To receive and accept apologies for absences –Apologies from Cllr 
D Clarke and Cllr D Drew. Proposed and accepted. 


27.44 Declarations of Interest – To receive and record declaration of interest on the agenda.
  
	Cllr Clark – allotment holder
	Cllr A Sherwood – allotment holder

27.45 Minutes of the previous Meeting 
To approve the minutes of the full council meeting dated Tuesday 18th February 2025. Proposed and resolved. 
Cllr Oliver signed the minutes. 

27.46 Councillor reports

Cllr A Sherwood – advised that the road ‘works’ signage has been blocking drivers visibility at junctions. 
He was concerned about the pot holes outside the kennels due to volume of lorries. To check if Highways or other entity’s responsibility.
Cllr C Sherwood – queried the MOD tree works. Cllr Tickner advised that this has been reviewed and tidied – not considered an issue.
Cllr K Bennett – DBS completed for Age Concern work.
Cllr D Oliver – pot hole issues again. Concerned about the verge erosion, this could be due to farm vehicles or vehicles coming off of the A34 due to them following GPS guidance. To follow up – ROADs to be an agenda item next month.

27.47 The Borough and County Councillor’s reports 
a) Borough Councillor report – 
     Cllr Drew was unable to attend, no verbal report.
b) County Councillor report – report provided by Cllr Drew.
Hampshire County Council approves Council Tax increase to sustain essential services
At the meeting of the full County Council, a 4.995% increase in Hampshire’s portion of the council tax was approved from April this year alongside further savings proposals needed to help move the Authority towards delivering its core purpose and help address ongoing budget pressures in the years to come. With costs and demand rising in key areas such as social care, 2% of the council tax increase will go specifically towards adults’ social care and supporting the county’s higher numbers of older people and adults with complex needs and disabilities - in line with Government policy. This equates to an annual charge of £1,609.83 for a Band D property from 1 April 2025 – an increase of £1.47 per week. 

The increase will generate an extra £50 million of vital revenue income towards the delivery of crucial services to the people of Hampshire in 2025/26 and still means that Hampshire has one of the lowest council tax precepts of any county in England.  

Alongside revenue spending plans for the next financial year, the County Council also approved the capital budget for the next three years, with building and infrastructure projects totalling £1.167 billion - providing a major boost to the local economy through jobs, skills and construction, as well as ensuring necessary assets are in place to provide services to the people of Hampshire now and in the future. Under local government finance rules, the Council’s capital resources cannot be used to shore up the running costs of the revenue budget. 

The capital programme includes: 

• £188m investment in new and extended school buildings to provide more school places for children in Hampshire 
• £166m for structural maintenance and improvement of roads and bridges 
• £245m for Integrated Transport Plan schemes 
• £107m to address condition-based enhancements to schools  
• £50m for waste recycling infrastructure to meet legislative requirements
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20250213Budgetdecision

Devolution for Hampshire – have your say in the Government’s consultation
Hampshire residents are invited to have their say on once-in-a-generation devolution proposals for Hampshire and the Solent region in the eight-week public consultation launched today by central Government
The consultation invites residents’ views on the proposal to form a Mayoral Combined County Authority for Hampshire, Portsmouth, the Isle of Wight, and Southampton.

The consultation runs for eight weeks from 10am, 17 February 2025 to 11:59pm on 13 April 2025.

It can be found here: Hampshire and the Solent devolution consultation - GOV.UK

Devolution will shift more powers and flexibilities from Westminster to Hampshire and the Solent region, along with additional funding and investment. This transition will empower local authorities to make vital decisions closer to where residents live and work, driving economic growth, innovation, and productivity.

Further dedicated information about devolution in Hampshire, including Q&As, can be found on the County Council’s webpages, www.hants.gov.uk/devolution.  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20250217DevoConsultation
More than 90 per cent of Year 6 pupils in Hampshire offered first preference secondary school 
More than 97 per cent of parents in Hampshire (13,903) have been offered a place for their child at one of their three preferences for a secondary school in September 2025
Of those who applied for a Year 7 place (for September 2025) by the application deadline, 90.8 per cent have been offered a place at their first preference school. The County Council received 14,230 on-time applications this year – a decrease of 357 applications compared to the number received for places in September 2024 (14,587).
Pupils who did not secure a place at one of their three preferences have been allocated a place at their catchment school or the next nearest available school. Parents have the right to appeal in these situations and their child’s name will be added to the waiting list for any schools for which they receive a refusal. Places can become available via the waiting list for various reasons including parents changing their mind, or families moving home.
Parents who applied online have been notified of their offers by email. They can also view their offer by logging into the secure, online portal using the same log-in details provided when making their online application. Those parents who applied on paper, and did not provide an email address, have been notified by post and should receive their letters in two to three days.
A video and a set of Frequently Asked Questions to help with parents’ queries has been published on the Admissions webpages. This includes information on school transport assistance which may be available in certain circumstances, where the national eligibility criteria are met (application deadline 31 May).
The Admissions Team is now busy processing primary school applications with school place offers due to go out to parents on 16 April 2025. 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20250303nationalofferday

27.48	Finance
a) To receive and approve February 2025 monthly financial statement. Proposed and approved statement. Cllr Sherwood checked and signed the bank statements and schedule.

Treasurers A/c
Opening balance as at 2 Feb 2025							£17,989.72
Payments received February						£0.00
Payments cleared February		 	 £3,259.56					
TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE 24 Feb 2025						£14,730.16

BUSINESS INSTANT A/C
Opening balance as at 2 Feb 2025							£55,348.93
Payments received December					£70.04
Payments cleared December			£0
TOTAL CLOSING BALANCE 2 Feb 2025							£55,418.97


Invoices yet to be paid 

	Barton Stacey village hall invoice 186 - parish meeting
	£16.00

	Barton Stacey village hall invoice 189 - library
	£16.00

	Green Smile Ltd invoice 11510
	£619.96

	TVBC invoice 10066081 (Dog bin collection 24-25)
	£1,703.88

	Clerks Salary (Jan-Feb)
	£663.54

	Nest (DD re Jan-Feb)
	£48.30

	Clerks Salary (Feb-March) + expenses
	£799.98




Total							       £3,867.66

Total estimated balance			                   £66,281.47		

Until the clerk has been set up for banking access, Cllr Oliver to arrange payment of the above invoices. Estimated closing balance @ March 2025 to be presented at the next meeting.

b) To receive and approve the bank reconciliation as of 24 February 2025. Proposed and approved. Cllr Sherwood signed the hard copy.
(c) To receive finance forecast to the end of March 2025. 

27.49 Planning applications – 
None received in month. 

27.50 Regulatory items
(a) Review/agree BSPC Standing Orders. No changes. All agreed.
(b) Review/agree BSPC Financial Regulations. This was amended June 24. All agreed.
(c)  Review/agree BSPC Asset Register. No changes. All agreed.
(d)  Review/agree BSPC Burial Ground Policy. No changes. All agreed.
(e)  Review/agree BSPC Allotment rules. No changes. All agreed.

27.51 New Councillors
Cllr A Sherwood submitted his ‘councillor information’ for review.

27.52 Proposed development of land on Bullington Lane
There has been no update from the developers. It might have been suggested in previous correspondence that BSPC is in communication with the developers. This may have been 
misconstrued, BSPC had merely suggested that parishioners might wish to share any feedback
they made to the developers consultation with BSPC.
This item will be maintained on the agenda to keep abreast of any updates. Any communications/information will be discussed.  All agreed.

27.53 Pavillion working party
K Bennett is the lead on this project. The ring-fenced funds to date are £55,418.97.
The build cost is very high, and fund raising will be a large task.
It is 5 years since the previous building burnt down. The community were canvassed for their
views on its replacement in 2021. This may be time to go back to the community to re-canvass
and revisit what is a practical viable replacement to the pavilion.

27.54 Parish Matters
(a) Update re VE Day 80th Anniversary (8th May 2025) – Cllr Oliver has been in discussion around the village. Current proposals, flag raising, pipers, church bell ringing, bunting (via the Fete Committee). The WI are hosting a coffee morning in the village hall from 10am to 12pm. The Swan is offering a fish and chip supper. Cllr Tickner may have an update at the next meeting from his MOD contacts.
(b) History Board update. Cllr Oliver to check with TVBC re licence to advertise requirements.
(c) FROGS – to clarify whether they require the back field or The Green. Also to confirm specific dates.
(d) Works required to The Recreation Ground footbridge-Cllr Oliver had erected laminated warning signs. The Cllrs agreed to emergency repair works for £380. All agreed.

27.55 Annual Parish Assembly – Tuesday 1st April 2025
Cllr Oliver advised that a guest speaker was yet to be confirmed, there were possible options available.

27.56 Clerks report
The clerk advised that she had been copied into an email regarding parking issues outside the school. To follow up with the school.

Meeting Closed: 21.30	     Next Meeting: Tuesday 18th April 2025.
  These minutes are a true representation of the meeting.  Signed and Dated _______________________________
  

